Encopresis responsive to non-psychiatric interventions. With remittance of familial psychopathology.
A case report of an adolescent with primary encopresis is presented in which the patient responded to standard medical interventions despite apparent significant psychopathology in the child and family. Psychological symptoms proved to be secondary and resolved with successful medical treatment and with attending to other concerns, such as this patient's school problems. Behavioral and medical literature related to encopresis is reviewed. It indicates that encopresis is associated more consistently with physiological abnormalities of the bowel rather than definable psychological disorders.